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WILLETTON BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION 

Statement by Member for Riverton 

DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Leader of the Opposition) [12.50 pm]: Madam Acting Speaker, the Willetton 
Basketball Association has long had a dream to expand the stadium in Willetton and it gives me great delight to 
be able to say in this house that it is finally going to happen. Phil Nixon has been the chairperson of the WBA for 
many years and he has tirelessly worked for over 15 years to obtain the funding required for this project. In fact, 
Phil was one of the first people at my door leading up to the 2008 election, and we have worked together ever 
since to see his dream and his team’s dream realised. It can never be overstated how much work Phil, Ivan Buzolic 
and the entire board put into this project, lobbying the three tiers of government and fundraising by themselves 
a whopping $800 000 to help make the expansion happen. 

For those who are not familiar with it, the Willetton Basketball Association is an icon of the Willetton community. 
It is a very large and successful local sporting club, and it has had to rely on several satellite courts to cater for its 
3 500 players and over 1 000 volunteers. Many people are responsible for this milestone and I have to say a big 
thankyou to the member for Tangney, Ben Morton, who successfully obtained $5.5 million for this project from 
the Turnbull government. I also thank the City of Canning for contributing $2.2 million. I would also like to thank 
the state government for contributing $1.5 million. After 12 months of cutting funding from the Riverton 
electorate, it is fantastic to see this done. 
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